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PROCESS FOR CREATING NEW COURSES 

1. Committees of diverse arts educators from 

across the state 

2. Representatives of four arts disciplines 

3. Preparation through review and study 

4. Determination of courses needed in 

schools 

5. Writing of curriculum frameworks based on 

need 

6. Approval by State Board of Education 



GOALS OF THE 2014 REVISION 

1. Update to reflect contemporary philosophy and best 

practices of arts education 

2. Provide frameworks for courses that fulfill the 0.5 unit of 

fine arts required for graduation  

3. Provide frameworks for courses that fulfill the survey of 

fine arts course that is required to be taught 

4. Increase the number of entry-level courses 

5. Provide a wide variety of career focus courses in fine 

arts 

6. Suggest alignment to CCSS 

7. Provide consistency of format and content across 

disciplines and levels 



CONSISTENCY ACROSS DISCIPLINES 

1. Four shared strands: Creating, 

Performing/Presenting/Producing, Responding, 

Connecting 

2. Eleven shared content standards within the four 

strands 

3. K-8 course in each discipline 

4. One-semester appreciation course in each 

discipline 



STATE REQUIREMENTS FOR ARTS EDUCATION 

STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION 

 

9.03.2.6 Grades K-4 Fine Arts 

• Visual Arts Instruction, Appreciation, and Application  

• Performing Arts Instruction, Appreciation, and Application 

 

9.03.3.6 Grades 5-8 Fine Arts 

• Visual Arts Instruction, Appreciation, and Application  

• Performing Arts Instruction, Appreciation, and Application 

 

9.03.4.5 Grades 9-12 Fine Arts  

• 1 unit art  

• 1 unit instrumental music  

• 1 unit vocal music  

• ½ unit survey of fine arts or an advanced art or advanced music 

course 

 



STATE REQUIREMENTS FOR ARTS EDUCATION 

STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION 

 

9.03.2.6 Grades K-4 Fine Arts 

• Visual Arts Instruction, Appreciation, and Application  

• Performing Arts Instruction, Appreciation, and Application 

 

• No rules for kindergarten 

• In Grades 1-4: 

 40 minutes of visual art AND music per week or its equivalent 

 taught by a teacher certified in each respective area 

• Theatre and dance are not required  



STATE REQUIREMENTS FOR ARTS EDUCATION 

STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION 

 

9.03.3.6 Grades 5-8 Fine Arts 

• Visual Arts Instruction, Appreciation, and Application  

• Performing Arts Instruction, Appreciation, and Application 

 

• In Grades 5-6 (same as Grades 1-4) 

• In Grades 7-8 

• No seat time requirement but teachers be certified in the area and 

must be given enough time to cover all student learning 

expectations in the framework 

• Visual art instruction OR performing art instruction for each student 

• Performing art instruction is interpreted to include theatre at this 

level 

 



STATE REQUIREMENTS FOR ARTS EDUCATION 

9.03.4.5 Grades 9-12 Fine Arts  

• 1 unit art  

• 1 unit instrumental music  

• 1 unit vocal music  

• ½ unit survey of fine arts or an advanced art or advanced music 

course 

 

• This is what schools are required to offer. Students are required to take 

one semester (0.5 credit) for graduation. 

• Advanced music includes a second level of band or choir 

• Theatre and dance are not required to be offered; however, they 

provide fine arts credit and fulfill the graduation requirement. 

• Theatre I-III should not be confused with ELA Drama. 

 



WWW.ARKANSASED.ORG 

Use the alphabet list to find 

• Curriculum & Instruction 

• Curriculum Frameworks 

• Teacher Resources 

The Fine Arts Curriculum 

Frameworks page contains 

• A list of all courses with 

codes 

• A one-page overview 

• All courses for 2015-16 



WWW.ADECREATE.PBWORKS.COM 



www.nationalartsstandards.org 



Strands and Content Standards 



VISUAL ART CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

• Visual Art K-8 Revised 

• Visual Art Appreciation 

• Visual Art I-IV Revised (with appendices for 

Drawing, Painting, Printmaking, Ceramics, and 

Sculpture) 

• Art History Revised 

• Art History Revised 

• Studio Art 2-D Revised 

• Studio Art 3-D Revised 

   Survey of Fine Arts will no longer be available. 

 



VISUAL ART CURRICULUM 
FRAMEWORKS 

Visual Art K-8 

• A revision of Fine Arts K-8 

• Visual art only 

 

Visual Art Appreciation 

• 9-12 

• One semester 

• No prerequisite 

• Fulfills the 0.5 fine arts credit for graduation requirement 

• Fulfills the survey of fine arts course required to be taught 



VISUAL ART CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

Visual Art I-IV 

• 9-12 

• Two semesters 

• No prerequisite for VAI 

• VAI fulfills the fine arts requirement for graduation 

• VAII fulfills the advanced fine arts course required to 

be taught 

• Appendices for Drawing, Painting, Printmaking, 

Ceramics, and Sculpture 



APPENDICES 

Drawing I-III 
Two semesters each 

No prerequisite for Drawing I 

 

Printmaking 
Two semesters 

Prerequisite: Visual Art I  or Drawing I 

Aligned to VAII 

 

Painting I-II 
Two semesters each 

Prerequisite: Visual Art I or Drawing I 

 

Ceramics I-II 
Two semesters each 

No prerequisite 

 

Sculpture 
Two semesters 

Prerequisite: Visual Art I or Ceramics I 



VISUAL ART CURRICULUM 
FRAMEWORKS 

Art History (Prehistoric to Renaissance) 
Art History (Baroque to Postmodern) 
9-12 

One semester 

No prerequisite for either art history course 
Fulfills 0.5 fine arts credit for graduation 

 

Studio Art 2-D 

Studio Art 3-D 
9-12 

One semester 

VAI is the prerequisite for either 2-D or 3-D 

Fulfills the advance fine arts course required to be taught 



TIPS FROM THE VISUAL ART 
COMMITTEE 

• Use these SLEs as the baseline 

• Teach SLEs by layering them 

• Consider strands and content standards 

• Allow more independence as students progress 

• Connect to CCSS Anchor Standards 

• Utilize the EQ & EU in the national standards 

 



THEATRE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

Theatre K-8 

Theatre Appreciation 

Theatre I-III 

Stagecraft I-III 

 



THEATRE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

Theatre K-8 

• This framework fulfills the fine arts requirement for 

7th and 8th grade  

 

Theatre Appreciation 

• 9-12 

• One semester 

• No prerequisite 

• Fulfills the 0.5 fine arts credit for graduation 

requirement 

• Fulfills the survey of fine arts course required to 

be taught 

 



THEATRE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

Theatre I-III and Stagecraft I-III 

• 9-12 

• Two semesters 

• No prerequisite for THI or SCI 

• THI and SCI fulfill the fine arts 

requirement for graduation 

• THII and SCII fulfill the advanced fine arts 

course required to be taught 

 



DANCE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

Dance K-8 

Dance Appreciation 

Dance I-IV 

 

 



DANCE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

Dance K-8 

• This framework fulfills the fine arts requirement 

for 7th and 8th grade  

 

Dance Appreciation 

• 9-12 

• One semester 

• No prerequisite 

• Fulfills the 0.5 fine arts credit for graduation 

requirement 

• Fulfills the survey of fine arts course required 

to be taught 



MUSIC CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

• General Music K-8 

• Music Appreciation 

• Beginning Band I-IV 

• Band I-IV 

• Introduction to Band 

• Beginning Orchestra I-IV 

• Orchestra I-IV 

• Jazz Band I-IV 

• Beginning Vocal Music I-IV 

• Vocal Music I-IV 

• Music Theory 

• Music Lab (Appendices: Piano and Guitar) 

• Music Technology 

    Survey of Fine Arts will no longer be available 

 



MUSIC CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

• General Music K-8 

• A revision of Fine Arts K-8 

• Music only 

 

• Music Appreciation 

• 9-12 

• One semester 

• No prerequisite 

• Fulfills the 0.5 fine arts credit for graduation 

requirement 

• Fulfills the survey of fine arts course required to be 

taught 

 



MUSIC CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

Courses that lend themselves to large group 

instruction: 

Beginning Band I-IV 

Band I-IV 

Introduction to Band 

Beginning Orchestra I-IV 

Orchestra I-IV 

Jazz Band I-IV 

Beginning Vocal Music I-IV 

Vocal Music I-IV 



MUSIC CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS 

Music Theory 
• Two semesters 

• Prerequisite:  One year of instruction in Band, Jazz Band, 
Orchestra, Music Lab, Guitar, Piano, or Vocal Music 

 
 

Music Lab  

• Two semesters 

• No prerequisite for MLI 
• Includes appendices for Piano and Guitar 

 

Music Technology 

• Two semesters 
• No prerequisite 

 



COURSE CODES 

• Course codes and licensure codes for all new and 

revised courses are posted on the CCMS. 

• ADE approval will be necessary for any course 

outside these frameworks. 

• May 1 is deadline for course approval submissions. 

• Contact the Fine Arts Specialist for guidance 

through the course approval process. 

 



GENERAL NOTES 

• The title of the course can be changed in the 

district as long as framework, course code, and 

licensure are appropriate. 



RESOURCES COMING SOON 

• In-depth professional development by discipline 

throughout the summer of 2015 

• Revamp of www.adecreate.pbworks.com 

• Reformatting of all courses by grade or level 

• Crosswalks from old frameworks to new 



CONTACT INFORMATION 

Lana Hallmark 

lana.hallmark@arkansas.gov 

501-682-7590 

www.adecreate.pbworks.com 


